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and Hunan  produces a  large  part   of   the   world's   supply  of
antimony,,
The manufactures of the region are varied. Cotton and silk
goods are produced by both Chinese and European methods. A
large quantity of cotton yarn was formerly imported from India
and Japan, to serve as a warp upon which the people in their
own homes wove a weft spun from native cotton. The events of
1914-18, however, led to a considerable development of the Chinese
spinning Industry,1 with the result that imports of foreign yarn have
undergone a substantial decrease. Hupeh manufactures in native
workshops large quantities of piece goods for export to other parts
of China, and modern factories, owned mainly by Chinese and
Japanese, have been established at Shanghai {which has about one-
half of the spindles in China), Wuchang, and elsewhere. Silk fabrics
are produced to a great extent by the peasantry in the1 districts in
which the silkworm is reared; and Szechwan, and more especially
Kiangsu, are noted for their piece goods. In addition, there are
steam filatures at Shanghai, Hankow, and other towns.
At Hanyang, which is part of the triple town of Hankow-Hanyarig-
Wuchang at the confluence of the Han and Yangtze, are the
Han Yeh Ping iron and steel works, established by Chinese enter-
prise in the last decade of the nineteenth century. At first they
were entirely under Chinese management and appear to have
been at least moderately successful; but a variety of circumstances,
and more especially the revolution of 1911, when the blast furnaces
were partially destroyed, forced their owners deeper and deeper
into the de^t of Japan. As a result, that country obtained a con-
trolling share in their management and the right to provide any
further capital which it was necessary to borrow abroad. As
already mentioned, the Han Yeh Ping company owned both coal
and kon mines* and manufactured pig-iron, steel plates and rails,
and a variety of other articles, Much of the output found a market
within the country, but pig-iron and large quantities of iron ore were
exported to Japan, The Yangtze Engineering Works, controlled
by the same company, were situated a few miles lower down the river,
and appeared to be making good progress. . But in 1928 the whole
coacero collapsed, the Tayeh iron ore is now shipped direct to Japan,
and the Yangtze Engineering Works have been taken over by another
1 It is estimated that China &ad nearly 5,000,000 spindles in 1934.